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Profile of Physicist Joseph Weber 
LoAccording to the US Naval Academy’s 
1940 Lucky Bag, Joseph Weber’s “quest 
after knowledge and his ability to use it 
shall stand him in good stead in the 
future.”   After surviving significant action 
in the Pacific and Mediterranean during 
WWII, and graduating from NPS’s 
Electronics Engineering course in 1945, 
Weber moved to the Bureau of Ships to 
oversee “electronic countermeasures.”  
Weber left the Navy in 1948 for 
academia, where he pursued a lifelong 
interest in radio waves that led to 
pioneering research on masers and 
lasers.  In addition, Weber led some 
groundbreaking research in the 
development of instruments designed to 
detect the ‘space distortions’ predicted by 
Einstein’s theory of relativity. Weber 
spent the years until his death in 2000 
searching for these waves, even 
enduring significant controversy over his 
claims in the 1960’s of having recorded 
data that supported such signals. 
Weber is once again “in good stead” as physicists herald Weber’s research as part of 
the foundation for the February 2016 announcement that the Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO) had finally observed and confirmed 
gravitational waves generated by the merging of 2 black-holes more than 1 billion miles 
away.  
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